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Commissioner for Patents 
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Dear Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 



In response to the Office Action dated May 2, 2003 (Paper No. 14), finally rejecting 
claims 1, 4-1 1, and 13-20, Applicants file this Response. Filed concurrently herewith is a Notice 
of Appeal. Entry of the below amendment and consideration of the remarks provided are 
respectfully requested. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 
of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 4 of this paper. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A genetic construct comprising a gene operatively-linked to 
a carrier, wherein the carrier is associated with an Ebola transmembrane form of viral glycoprotein 
or derivative thereof, which is expressed on the surface of the carrie r, wherein said viral 
glycoprotein or the derivative thereof retains the capability of targeting cell types which are 
naturally infected with Ebola virus . 

2-3. (Canceled) 

4. (Original) The genetic construct of Claim 1, wherein the carrier is a viral 

vector. 

5. (Original) The genetic construct of Claim 1, wherein the carrier is a non- 
biologic gene targeting vehicle. 

6. (Original) The genetic construct of Claim 4, wherein the viral vector is a 
retroviral vector. 

7. (Original) The genetic construct of Claim 4, wherein the viral vector is a 
lentiviral vector. 

8. (Original) The genetic construct of Claim 5, wherein the non-biologic gene 
targeting vehicle is a liposome. 

9. (Original) The genetic construct of Claim 5, wherein the non-biologic gene 
targeting vehicle is a DNA-protein complex. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of targeting a gene to a cell comprising the step 
of administering to a cell population a genetic construct comprising the gene operatively-linked to 
a carrier, wherein the carrier is associated with an Ebola transmembrane form of viral glycoprotein 
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or derivative[[s]] thereof, wherein said viral glycoprotein or the deriva tive ther eof retains the 
ca pability of targeting cell types which are naturally i nfected with Ebola virus. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the transmembrane form of viral 
glycoprotein or derivative thereof is expressed on the surface of the carrier. 

12. (Canceled) 

1 3 . (Original) The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the carrier is a viral vector. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein the step of administration is ex 



vivo. 



VIVO. 



15. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein the step of administration is in 

1 6. (Original) The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the cell is an endothelial cell. 

17. (Original) The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the cell is a hepatocyte. 

18. (Original) The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the cell is a monocyte. 

19. (Original) The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the cell is a dendritic cell. 

20. (Original) The method of Claim 14, further comprising the step of introducing 
the cell population to a subject. 
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